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To,
The Vice-Chancellor and Syndicate, Calcutta University

Dear Sir,

We the guardians of the Hindu students of some of the recognised High Schools in this
part of the province request that necessary steps may immediately be taken for making
provision in the school routine for imparting religious instruction and spiritual training
among the students from the lowest to the highest classes.

We beg to state that students belonging to the other two communities - viz. Christians
and Mohammedans - have in this matter the privilege of direct or indirect support and
encouragement from the State. Almost all the educational institutions for Christain boys
and girls are owned and managed by one or other of the many Christian Church Missions
that are spread over the country, which are subsidised financially and in other respects by
the State. On the other hand there are definite circular from Government for giving
Mohammedan students due facilities during school hours for observing their religious
practices. But with regard to Hindu students there is no such arrangement.

It 1s not merely for securing any privilege to the Hindu students that we are making
this application. But we feel sincerely that it is high time that our wards should be given
an opportunity of knowing the best of what has been left to them as their heritage. Hindu
Religion and Hindu Spiritualism and self realisation have still much to contribute to the
upliftment of human thought and culture - this is now acknowledged all over the world.
But it is regrettable that the Hindu students having this heritage should not have the
opportunity of directly getting any benefit out of it during the peirod of formation of their
character.

Moreover, it cannot escape one's notice that particularly among the Hindu Students
there has been growing a lack of discipline and want of respect for any rule whatsover.
The fact is that they have lost all faith for any ideal or idea, neither have they any
standpoint of their own from which they can adjudge the thoughts and ideas that come
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upon them, nor direct their conduct in life. This is entirely due to want of self discipline
in them which they ought to culture from the very beginning of their educational career
and which is amply provided, in a very systematic and scientific way, in the religious
instructions and spiritual training of the Hindus.

The question of disparity of treatment from which the Hindu Students are suffering in
respect of obtaining facilities for religious instruction which their fellow students
belonging to the other communities are enjoying, cannot also be igored. This creates in
them subconsciously a sense of defeatism which prevents the proper growth in them of
that sense of self-reliance and self-respect which is so essential for the formation of a
strong and steady manhood.

We, therefore, pray that a circular may kindly be issued to all schools under your
control for arranging the class routine in such a way that the Hindu Students may have
sufficient opportunities for obtaining religious instruction and spiritual training during the
school period.

Yours Sincerely,
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